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town of an important district of Malwa, and in the ruins of
that ancient place he collected men ripe for revolt, to whom
he gave the news.
On the 27th he entered Rajghur, and on the 3oth the old
city of Saugor, not far from the spot where General Sir
Hugh Rose fought a bloody battle with the insurgents, and
with the hill of Maudanpoor, gained the key of the defiles
of the Vindhyas.
There the Nabob was joined by his brother and
Kalagnani, and the two then made themselves known to
the chiefs of the principal tribes of which they were sure.
In these councils the preliminaries of a general insurrection
were discussed and agreed upon. Whilst Nana Sahib
and Balao Rao were pursuing their operations in these
parts, their allies were no less busy on the northern side of
the Vindhyas.
Before returning to the Nerbudda valley, the two
brothers wished to visit Punnah. They ventured up the
Keyne, under the shade of giant teaks and colossal
bamboos. Here they enrolled many wild fellows from
among the miserable people who work for the rajah in the
valuable diamond-mines of the territory. This rajah, says
M. Rousselet, " understanding the position which English
protection gives to the princes of Bundelcund, prefers the
r6le of a rich land-holder to that of an insignificant prince*"
A rich land-holder indeed! The region he possesses